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White Oak Receives $59,000 Conservation Partnership Grant

We are pleased to announce that White Oak

has been awarded a $59,000 Conservation

Partnership Grant from the Massachusetts

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental

Affairs. These funds will be used toward the

purchase of the Potter Sanctuary from the

Ecotarium (Worcester Natural History

Society), a land acquisition project described in

the last issue of the Oak Leaf. At press time,

White Oak is expecting an imminent closing

on the 24-acre parcel, adjoining our Porcupine

Hill property.

The land, on Route 31 at the Holden/Paxton

line, is the last part of the former Nature

Training School, a remarkable summer

program attended by hundreds of Holden and

Worcester area children. This portion of the

camp property was dedicated in 1961 as the

Richard C. Potter Wild Life and Bird

Sanctuary, in honor of the camp’s founder and

former director of the Worcester Natural

History Museum. White Oak intends to honor

that dedication by retaining the property’s

name after purchase. Potter Sanctuary,

adjacent to the Asnebumskit Reservoir, will be

added to the 60-acre parcel known as

Porcupine Hill, purchased by White Oak in

2008.

The popular trail system at Porcupine Hill will

be extended into the new property and

additional trails will be added.

Unique to this parcel are several open areas

for on-site nature programming, and a gentler

terrain that will make the location more

accessible to those with some limited

mobility. Local schools may consider this site

for field trips, while the entire community will

benefit from the expanded recreational

opportunities. The addition of these 24 acres at

Potter Sanctuary will bring White Oak‘s total

of protected land holdings in Holden to 465

acres, including 239 acres under conservation

restrictions.

White Oak is fortunate to have received

generous donations from the Stoddard

Charitable Trust, the Fletcher Foundation and

several other foundations, and many

contributions from members and friends. An

additional $45,000 must still be raised from

foundations and the community to develop

the full recreational and educational potential

of the property. Visit White Oak’s website

http://www.whiteoaktrust.org/ for more

information

GET CONNECTED!

Are you on Facebook? So are we! Check out White Oak’s

Facebook page and “Friend” us to show your support. We’ll be

posting photos from work parties, tips on where to go for a hike,

and other newsworthy items. We also send out a monthly email

newsletter, which includes the latest information about White

Oak’s land protection efforts, special events, and other tidbits not

always covered in the Oak Leaf. Send your email address to

info@whiteoaktrust.org, and you’ll be added to our list. We

promise never to share or sell your information with anyone else.



White Oak’s 2012 Wildlife Saturdays Programs
Snakes Alive!
March 10, 10:30 a.m.

Mayo School, Bullard St.

Presenter Peter Mirick will bring us the

snakes of Massachusetts: some alive, and

others in a slide program. Did you know

that fossil records prove that reptiles in

prehistoric eras were many times larger

than they are today, such as a 50-foot long

ancestor of our garden snakes? Mr.

Mirick has written that reptiles and

amphibians are today “in need of public

compassion, protection and under-

standing in an increasingly human-altered

environment."

Mr. Mirick is a scientist/herpetologist with

the state Division of Fisheries and

Wildlife; he is also editor of the nature

bulletin, MassWildlife.

On Safari in Kenya:

The Wildebeest Migration of 2011
March 31, 10:30 a.m.,

Holden Senior Center

Mark Blazis, our speaker, will be

presenting footage from his visit to Kenya

last August, during which he and his wife

filmed the great wildebeest migration, a

cheetah bringing down an impala, a lion

attacking a hippo, and a 1000-pound

crocodile awaiting a wildebeest feast. Mr.

Blazis will also be sharing details of his

annual visits to the Ecuadorean rain

forest, where he bands exotic birds

alongside the Quichua Indians.

Mr. Blazis is a naturalist, hunter,

fisherman, and bird bander, and writes

the twice-weekly outdoor column for the

Worcester Telegram. He and his wife

retired from teaching careers in the

Auburn public schools to give full

attention to planning and leading nature

safaris into Africa

Both programs are free and will be followed by refreshments.
These programs are supported in part by a grant from the Holden Cultural Council, a
local agency which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.
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